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The committee for 2013/14 was as follows.

Pat Hennessy, Maria Irish, Margaret O’Connor, Maeve Dalton, Mary Winston and Gerry Bailey.

The Committee had its first meeting  in September 2013 and was chaired by Pat Hennessy. 
2013 was a momentous year for the ICTU Global Solidarity Committee as it was finally granted permanent and official committee status by the Executive of ICTU. Prior to this the committee had existed in a “PROJECT STATUS” mode.
Pat and the General Secretary, Fran O’Neill are the ESU’s representatives on the ICTU Global Solidarity committee. The purpose of this Committee is to raise awareness of the greater Trade Union and social political issues that affect our Brothers and Sisters worldwide. As Trade Unionists it is important that we never lose sight of the fact that work related conditions, human and social rights are not always enjoyed by many across the Global Trade Union Movement. 
The Committee met a total of twice, once in September 2013 and again in March 2014. The Pension and Cost Base issues were mainly responsible for the lack of meetings and if the committee is reconstituted at this ADC, hopefully it can become more active.
A number of the committee attended the ICTU Global Solidarity School held in August 2013 and they found this enlightening, informative and educational. The Global Solidarity Champions course held Oct/Nov 2103 was attended by two members of the Committee, Maria Irish and Gerry Bailey. This course is very beneficial for committee members as it aids in a greater understanding of the issues and also allows for networking across other Unions/Organisations involved in Solidarity.
In 2013/2014 the committee continued to participate in a number of areas were it was felt we could achieve some success. The areas focussed on were (1) Justice for Colombia and online campaigns

(1) The ongoing horrendous problems faced on a daily basis by Trade Unionists and Social or Human rights activists are ongoing and our involvement, through the auspices of the ICTU Global Solidarity Committee is having and effect. 
The Peace talks regarding Colombia currently under way in Havana, Cuba, are vitally important for the people of Colombia. It is felt that the next few months are crucial. If a deal is not reached before elections due to be held in August 2104 and if the current President Juan Manuel Santos (who is involved in the talks) is returned for another term, then 
it’s possible that Colombia may revert to the atrocities that are a feature of every day life for the Colombian people will be here to stay. 
I would also like to thank the ESU for its very kind donation to aid in the financing of an upcoming delegation to Colombia which will greatly aid the peace process in Cuba. The makeup of the delegation is not yet finalised but based on previous experiences and reports of those attending it will be a dangerous trip and not without danger.

(2) The area of online campaigning is the easiest and most cost efficient way to influence not only Trade Union matters but also Social and Human rights issues. I cannot stress enough that these campaigns WORK!!!!. 

Strikes that have been supported have had successful outcomes for the workers including decent wages and reinstatement.
Human rights activists have been released from prison and even when release was not achieved the conditions in the prison were improved for the activists.
Successes such as the signing of the Arms Trade Treaty which regulate this trade and prevent the sale or transfer of arms to countries were it is known or suspected of committing abuse 
The following is just a sample of the type of problems, abuse and human rights atrocities worldwide even in countries that we may be considered First rather than Third world!! 
Morocco: ongoing campaign to repeal a law that allows the rapist of a minor to escape prosecution if they agree to marry their victim. THE VICTIM HAS NO SAY IN THIS!!!!!
Uzbekistan: Daewoo Cotton Processor;  successful outcome banning the use of Forced Labour (Slavery!!!). This was achieved by a worldwide campaign of only 15,000 e mails.
Holland: Dutch Flower Auction company Floraholland Strike suspended when company agreed to enter in negotiations. Achieved by worldwide campaign of only 6,000 e mails.
Motts/Williamson (New York) makers of Doctor Pepper/Snapple;

Cutting wages and pensions and refusing to negotiate with Union.

Accor ( owners of the Novohotel Group)  Canada;


Sacking workers, cutting hours and non recognition of Unions.
I would like to update the Conference on the terrible tragedy that occurred following the collapse of a garment factory in Bangladesh that left over 110 people dead. That happened a year ago and resulted in an a ground-breaking agreement signed by global unions, local unions in Bangladesh, employers, major clothing brands, the International Labour Organization, the Bangladeshi government and others. This is a major achievement for all concerned but the following is a list of those brands that have NOT signed up as yet;

Adler Modemrkte, Auchan, Ascena Retail, Benetton, C&A, Carrefour, Cato Fashions, Children's Place, Grabalok, Gueldenpfennig, Kids for Fashion, KiK, LPP, Manifattura Corona, Matalan, NKD, Premier Clothing, PWT, Walmart and Yes Zee.

Some of these brands may not be too familiar but at least one is a major player on Irish high streets and I would ask Conference to bring this to the attention of our members who may exercise their right of purchase bearing this in mind.
Again just as last year, to make Conference aware, a little CAN go a long way and a single gesture DOES make a difference. The people involved in these struggles need and really appreciate all the support they can get. I have been very fortunate to meet some of these campaigners and aside from it being a very humbling experience, they let me know that the people affected are uplifted which each e mail, letter , text or call received. The campaigns also have an impact on the Governments involved and they DO make them rethink their positions.

So when exercising your rights as a Consumer please don’t forget about the rights, or lack of them, that affect the workers involved in the production of the goods/services that you are buying. I would also urge all at Conference to get involved in the campaigning, it is the right thing to do and the feel-good factor when success is achieved is extremely worthwhile.
Thank you all
Pat Hennessy

Chairperson

Solidarity Committee.

12th April 2014.

